Brain metastasis in malignant pleural mesothelioma presenting as intratumoral hemorrhage.
A 51-year-old man presented with a rare case of brain metastasis of malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) manifesting as intratumoral hemorrhage. He had undergone several treatments such as left pneumonectomy, pleurectomy, chemotherapy with cis-diamminedichloroplatinum and gemcitabine hydrochloride, and irradiation. Five years later, computed tomography revealed right parietal metastasis with intratumoral hemorrhage and the patient was treated by surgery and irradiation. Six months after the surgery, recurrent intratumoral hemorrhage occurred and a second surgery was performed. MPM has a poor prognosis and brain metastasis is rare, but long-term survival has recently improved through the application of multi-modality approaches. Therefore, the number of opportunities for treating MPM metastasis will increase in the near future. Intratumoral hemorrhage may occur in patients with solitary brain metastasis of MPM, so surgery should be considered as a general candidate treatment for metastatic tumors.